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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
7/20/2007 has been entered. 

Prosecution History Summary 

• Claims 1-38, 46 and 54 have been cancelled. 

• Claim 39-45 and 47-53 are currently pending in the instant application. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 47-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101. 

Referring to claims 47-53 . Claims to computer-related inventions that are clearly 
nonstatutory fall into the same general categories as nonstatutory claims in other arts, 
namely natural phenomena such as magnetism, and abstract ideas or laws of nature 
that constitute "descriptive material." Descriptive material can be characterized as 
either "functional descriptive material" or "nonfunctional descriptive material." In this 
context, "functional descriptive material" consists of data structures and computer 
programs that impart functionality when employed as a computer component . Claim 47 
fails to recite a computer component positively executing the claimed computer program 
product. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 39-45 and 47-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Pallakoff (U.S. Patent No. 6,269,343) in view of Ross (U.S. 

Patent No. 6,629,135). 

Referring to claim 39 . Pallakoff discloses a computer-implemented method for 
providing information from a seller about an on-line group buying sale to a website for 
referring potential buyers to the on-line group buying sale, the method comprising: 

receiving item data from each of the plurality of sellers that defines a featured 
item for an on-line group-buying sale, wherein each seller transmits the item data over 
an electronic network to a computerized facility configured to conduct a plurality of on- 
line group-buying sales for the featured items defined by the received item data over the 
electronic network (Pallakoff: Fig. 3, "31. ..product description"); 

receiving sales data from each of the plurality of sellers that provides the sellers 
directions for the on-line group-buying sale of the featured item, wherein each seller 
transmits the sales data over the electronic network to the computerized facility 
(Pallakoff: Fig. 3, "31... different price levels for different demand thresholds"); 

storing the item data and the sales data received from each seller in a data 
repository, wherein the computerized facility uses received sales data to conduct the 
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plurality of on-line group-buying sales of featured items defined by received item data 
(Pallakoff: column 12, lines 54-67); 

receiving instructions for selecting an on-line group buying sale from the plurality 
of on-line group buying sales for a website for referring potential buyers to an on-line 
group buying sale (Pallakoff: column 6, line 36 to column 7, line 5, "In the preferred 
embodiment, the system 13 presents one or more sellers' offers on one or more web 
sites with web pages similar to web page 21 and "...the system 13 presents offers on 
one or more web sites as in accordance with the program flow diagram shown in Fig. 
5."); 

receiving from the referring website a request for informational (Pallakoff: column 
9, lines 34-65); 

responsive to the request for information and the instructions for selecting an on- 
line group buying sale, selecting for the referring website an on-line group buying sale 
from the plurality of on-line group buying sales (Pallakoff: column 9, lines 34-65); 

generating a display associated with the selected on-line group buying sales 
(Pallakoff: column 9, lines 34-65); 

generating a link to the display (Pallakoff: Fig. 6); and 

providing a link to the referring website, whereby a potential buyer accessing the 
referring website can access the link, and thereby access the display associated with, 
the selected on-line group buying sale and participate in the selected on-line group 
buying sale (Pallakoff: Fig. 6). 
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The Examiner notes, Pallakoff discloses a method for receiving instructions for 
selecting on on-line group buying sale form the plurality of on-line group buying sales for 
a website for referring potential buyers to an online group buying sale. However, 
Pallakoff is silent to a method wherein an instruction of the instruction for selecting 
comprises a selection of a category, from a hierarchy of categories, of goods/services to 
be sold in an on-line group buying sale . 

Ross is directed to an e-commerce out-sourcing system and method that 
provides hosts with transparent, context sensitive e-commerce supported pages. Ross 
further discloses a system and method wherein an instruction for selecting comprises a 
selection of a category, from a hierarchy of categories, of goods/services to be sold in 
an on-line group buying sale (Ross, column 7, line 65 to column 8, line 5). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art, to have modified the method of Pallakoff with the teachings of Ross in order to 
provide owners of a referring web site a cost effective and scalable architecture that 
streamlines content addition (Ross: column 3, lines 32-45). 

Referring to claim 40 . Pallakoff further discloses a method wherein the request 
for information from the referring website contains a sales criterion, and selecting for the 
referring website an on-line group buying sale is performed responsive to the sales 
criterion (Pallakoff: Fig. 4). 
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Referring to claim 41 . Pallakoff further discloses a method wherein the sales 
criterion comprises at least a timing criterion (Pallakoff: Fig. 4, "46"). 

Referring to claim 42 . Pallakoff further discloses a method wherein the selected 
on-line group buying sale is offered exclusively to potential buyers who access the 
selected on-line group buying sale through the link provided to the referring website 
(Pallakoff: column 9, lines 34-65). 

Referring to claim 43 . Pallakoff further discloses a method comprising receiving 
instructions for displaying an on-line group buying sale from the referring website, and 
wherein generating a display is performed responsive to the instructions for displaying 
(Pallakoff: Fig. 5). 

Referring to claim 44 . Pallakoff further discloses a method wherein the 
instructions for displaying specify displaying the selected on-line group-buying sale in a 
random scheme (Pallakoff: Fig. 5). 

Referring to claim 45 . Pallakoff further discloses a method wherein the display 
comprises a link back to the referring website (Pallakoff: Fig. 6) 



Referring to claims 47-53 . Claims 47-54 are rejected under the same rationale 
as set forth above in claims 39-46. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



'Application/Control Number: 09/686,778 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3625 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew S. Gart whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3955. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Matthew Gart 
Primary Examiner 
March 21, 2007 




